
Catheters NOTNOT

Indicated for:
     Incontinence
     Immobility
     Obtaining urine 
   specimens
     Close monitoring of
   outputs (outside ICU’s)

Guidelines forGuidelines for
Urinary Catheter NeedUrinary Catheter Need

Is there a 

Foley 

Catheter

in place?

Does the

patient meet

criteria for

a Foley?

Remove

Foley

No action necessary.

Avoid catheter

placement.

1. Urinary Tract Obstruction

2. Gross Hematuria w/ clots

3. Neurogenic bladder

4. Urologic surgery/studies

5. Stage 3-4 sacral decubitis

 in the incontinent patient

6. Hospice / Comfort Care

Foley Indicators

YES

NO

YES

NO

Continue to monitor

Foley need on a 

daily basis

600,000600,000 patients develop urinary 

tract infections (UTIs) each year

80%80% of UTIs come from a catheter

50%50% of patients with a urinary

catheter do not have a valid indication

for placement

Risk of urinary infection increases 5% 5% 
each day the urinary catheter remains

in place


