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Patient Safety

Pressure Ulcer 
+ Discussed assessing patients on admission for skin breakdown.  Michelle in Storm Lake reports using the Braden scale. Other hospital are using this assessment tool as well
+ Denise at Mercy in Council Bluff describes how they screen for pressure ulcers on admissions and the every 2 to 8 hours using the Braden scale.  If a skin breakdown is noted then a “Skin Alert” is paged to the operator.  The ET nurse or nursing supervisor will begin a skin treatment plan.  She also reports a that a prevalence study is conducted every quarter.  Finally, Denise described a new product called Metholex. It is soft foam that protects the skin and prevents friction from shear.

Medication Reconciliation
+ ‘Tall man’ lettering is used in PICIS. This helps call attention to medications that are spelled alike.  
+ Allegiant Health has software database that reconciles orders between different providers , as well as generates alerts for allergies or interactions. The providers can also access the patients’ medications from home computers or their blackberry. 
+ Faxing a list of medications and to the patients’ pharmacy and physicians’ offices occurs at discharge. 
+ Marlene from Keosauqua reports using paper tools for med rec, but they will be using EPIC
+ Barb/Bonnie from Audubon reports using a med list initially and reconciles the medications with the LIP on admission.  They are starting to bar code medications and using online tools for reconciliations
 + Jennifer from Atlantic reports they are using Metatec prior to surgery. This allows the surgeon to work with the Attending to make sure all needed meds are reconciled and new meds are appropriately communicated.
+ Denise from Mason City also reports that Hospitalist and Specialists are working together to makes sure that patients receive a comprehensive medication review and this information is sent to the Primary Care Provider after discharge.

Rapid Response Team
Denise describes a medical emergency team that includes a critical care RN, and APN who is associated with the hospitalists.  She also described a condition “H” which is called when a family member/patient has a concern that is not being adequately addressed.  This is in response to a national initiative to improve patient satisfaction. 

– Do you any additions, corrections or updates?  
 I’d really like to hear from you!  
Email me @ gclancy@ihconline.org

Greg Clancy RN
 


Recent Patient safety NEWS and articles



Surgical checklists

The Boston Globe (11/10, Cooney) "White Coats Notes" blog reported that Dr. Atul Gawande's "aviation-inspired checklist for surgery" has passed a "rigorous test." Dutch researchers, in a study published "in this week's New England Journal of Medicine," found "that complications fell from 27 to 17 per 100 patients and deaths dropped from 1.5 to 0.7 percent at six high-standard hospitals after the checklist was used. They also compared results to six similar hospitals not using checklists at all." Dr. Gawande, a Brigham and Women's Hospital surgeon, who was not involved in the study, said, "They independently validated the finding that safe surgical checklists can make a massive reduction in complications and deaths. Imagine a pill that could reduce surgical complications and deaths by more than a third. It would be a multibillion-dollar blockbuster." 
       A total of 3,760 patients were observed at the six hospitals three months before implementation, and 3,820 were observed three months afterwards," MedPage Today (11/10, Fiore) reported. In an accompanying editorial, "John Birkmeyer, MD, of the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, wrote that the study 'should quiet the skeptics.'" Birkmeyer "noted that 'in this study, rates declined for essentially every type of postoperative complication. Much of this improvement could be attributable to more effective communication and hand-offs between different types of providers, an explicit goal of the multidisciplinary checklist used in this study.'" 

Strategies Used by Critical Care Nurses to Identify, Interrupt, and Correct Medical Errors
    By Elizabeth A. Henneman, RN, PhD, CCNS; Anna Gawlinski, RN, DNSc; Fidela S. Blank, RN, MBA; Philip L. Henneman, MD; Deovina Jordan, PhD, MD, MSN, MPH, RN-BC; Janice B. McKenzie, RN   
   Posted: 11/28/2010; American Journal of Critical Care. 2010;19(6):500-509. © 2010 American Association of Critical-Care Nurses

Summary -  Medical errors are common in intensive care units. Nurses are uniquely positioned to identify, interrupt, and correct medical errors and to minimize preventable adverse outcomes. Nurses are increasingly recognized as playing a role in reducing medical errors, but only recently have their error-recovery strategies been described. 
Article can be accessed at the link:  http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/731965

Mindful Communication: A Novel Approach to Improving Delegation and Increasing Patient Safety
by Mary K. Anthony, PhD, RN, CS; Kathleen Vidal, RN MSN
 Posted: 10/28/2010; OJIN: The Online Journal of Issues in Nursing. 2010;15(2) © 2010 American Nurses Association
Summary -  Patient safety and quality of care may both improve when nurses practice mindfulness in the clinical setting. How does it work?
Article can be accessed at the link:  OJIN: The Online Journal of Issues in Nursing



Influence of Medications and Diagnoses on Fall Risk in Psychiatric Inpatients
by Stacey M. Lavsa; Tanya J. Fabian; Melissa I. Saul; Shelby L. Corman; Kim C. Coley
Posted: 08/26/2010; American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy. 2010;67(15):1274-1280. © 2010 American Society of Health-System Pharmacists, Inc.
   Summary . Alpha-blockers, nonbenzodiazepine sleep aids, benzodiazepines, H2-blockers, lithium, atypical antipsychotics, atypical antidepressants, anticonvulsants and mood stabilizers, conventional anti-psychotics, laxatives and stool softeners, and dementia and Alzheimer's disease were significant predictors of inpatient falls in a psychiatric population.

Article can be accessed at the link:  American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy 

